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| PERSWAS 


G.KEIT H's Publick Abuſes of the 
People called Quakers, at Turners-Hal. 


HIS following Paper was intended for an Anſwer 
BY to George Keith's Advertiſement of another Meets. 


ing at Turzers-Hall, the 2g9th-of the Month calPd* 
April, 1697. to have been then deliver'd to the People 
that went thither ; but becauſe of ſome failure by the wa 
it gained not the-Preſs, time enough,” to anſwer the End 
propoſed : And finding the Matter of it not at all Anticipa- 
ted by that Meeting, or Narrative of it, but that it 1s of 
equal Force and Scrvice. to our Juſt Defence, our Reader's 
SatisfaCtion, and our Adverſfary's Reproof; we do affure 
our ſelves, that the Wiſe and Judicious of All Perſwaſions, 
will both. Approve our paſt Abſence from ſuch ſort of Meet- 
ings, and our future Siſence to the like Proceedings, ſince 
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(2) 
their Tendency 1s rather to Prophaze than to Promote Pzety 
and Charity, which ought to be the Chief End of all Truly . 
Religious Aſſemblies: Which being ſaid, as an Advertiſe- 
ent to them that Read this Paper, we now apply our 
ſe]ves to you chiefly, that frequent Tarners-Hall on theſe 
Occaſions ; ſince *cis for your Sakes that we can thimk our 
ſelves atall Concern'd, to take this Publick Notice of what 
is donethere ; that it may appear to you, and ſuch as may 
yet have a better Opinion of G. K, than he deſerves, that 
we are in the Right, not to gratifie him in being preſent at 
ſuch Publick Meetings of Strife and Confuſion. And we 
muſt tell you freely, if you have any Juſt and Serious Re- 

ard for the Honour of Religion in general, we cannot ſee 

ow you can do leſs than D:ſcourage, inſtead of Cenſuring 
us for declining them, and that for theſe Reaſons follow- 
19g. 


1. That ſuch Mectings are rarely to Edification, when 
even That is intended : But theſe are manifeſtly for Abe, 
and to ſtir up Levity and Prejudice againſt us ; and look 
more like a Bartholomew. Fair, or Stages of Buffoonry, than 
Religious Aſſemblies; and as ſuch, are under{tood and de- 
*#lined, not only by Impartijal People, but by ſome ready 


5. - enough, in themainto think, hardly of us. 


22, It is at the Inſtigation of a Man, who hath, of late, 
eathed out-Revilings and Threatnings againſt - us, ſince 
his DefeCtion from his Anciens Principles, Prattice, and 
Society, and is now become, not only Ungrateful, but 
Race and Deceitful, as we have manifeſted in our Printed 
Anſwers.to him, Unanſwered by him. 
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2. He began with Prin:ing, and there we have. follow- 
ed him from ſtep to ſtep, leaving nothing material Unan- 
{wered, which we take to be the fairer, more ſubſtantial, 
and edifying Method. 


4. He is a Stray to this Day, that no known Religi- 
ous Party Owns or lays Claim to; and therefore not of 
Weight enough for our Notice, after the Loxg-ſuffering and 
Kjnd Entertainment wehave expreſt towards him, the Per- 
ſecution we have {uttered from him, and the many Baoks 
that have been written in Anſwer to his repeated and 
new-vampt Cavils againſt us, 


5. His faid Offer was not for a Meeting by Jgreement 
of both Hides, but for one upon his own Tearms : He 
muſt Summons, Didate, and Impoſe,, Time ,- Place , and 
Matter, or it will not do with him. Is 


6. Beſides,. as to Three of the Four Summoned by Name, 
he knows their Reſidence is remote from che City, which 
ſhews his Folly, Pride, and Injuſtice,,, to think they can-or 
_ to come at his beck, and upon his own ſingle Adver- 
tiſement. 


7. There could be no Reaſonable and Juſt Rnd propoſed 
for {uch a Meeting, that might induce our Compliance, all 
Circumſtances conſidered, ſince there was go Intimation'of 
any Perſons to be there, whoſe Tender Conſciences wanted 
' Satisfaction from us, And as for the Vindication of our 
{elves againſt ſuch Exceptions as are made againſt us, it hath 
been fully done already, in our Priated Anſwers to him : 
Wherefore it muſt only have been to have gratified rhe 
Envy and Lewity of G. RK, and a few, other Prejudicated 
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Perſons: And we Value Religion, our Pablick - Liberty , 
2nd Reputations*at another rate, than to expoſe them after 


fach an Hland Trivial manner. 


But yet again, that you may farther ſee what a Man: 
G. K, is, and how little reaſon we have to take any more 
Notice of him, we Intreat you weigh theſe following Con- 
fiderations, viz. 


x. There is no need that we Defend our ſelves againſt 
his Charges and Exceptions, fince himſelf has fo often, and 
ſo well done it, when made by other Enemies. Pray fee 
his Books againſt R. Gourdon, Scholars of Aberdeen, Bap- 
tifts: of London, and Priefts and Profeſſors of New-England. 


'--2« And as he hath repeatedly Vindicated our Doctrines 
as Scriptural, Primitive, and Chriſtian ; ſo has he Pledged 
his Izward Senſe to Vouch for us as the People of God ; at 
divers times pleading his Inward Senſe of God's Preſence with 
bim, in maintaining our Religion as Chriſtian, and us as 
True Chriſtians, in walking up to it. After which, what 
ist0 be ſaid for ſuch a Man, or what more againſt him, with 
reſpect to his preſent Praftices ? For what greater Evidence 
of Union, Satisfaftion and Concurrence can any Man give, 
than to declare, froman Jnward Senſe, given (as he 
ſaid) by the Spirit of God, that we are the People of 
God? Which he hath often affirmed.” And what greater 
. Levity and-Enmity, than to run Counter to us, and to 
Rally and Excite all ſorts of Enemies againſt us, for only 
| Believing andadhering to the ſame Principles, and Preach- 
ing the ſame, and no other Dotctrines, than ſuch as we 
Believed and Preached, when he declared he had that Unity 
with us, and Invarg Evidence for us. 
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. He has Indeavoured to render us as a People Divided, 
ME as if the better part of us were with him, that he might 
expoſe them the more he chiefly ſtrikes at, while he only is 
Divided from us, and we all in Unity againft him : 
For we know not of one in the Three Kingdoms, that was 
accounted in Unity with us at the time of his coming for 
Exgland, ( which is now about Three Years) that does 
adhere to him, notwithſtanding the Clamour and Noiſe he 
has made, and the Duſt he has raiſed to cloud the Reputa- 
tion of our Profeſſion. | 


4. He Inſinuates Mighty New Diſcoveries, to Vilifie and 
Debaſe others, and as ſuch his Work is Entertained and 
Improved by ſome Buſie and Reſtleſs Adverſaries; whereas 
in reality he 1s chiefly a Copy, not an Origizal, in that he 
ſays little material, but what has been faid, already by other 
Publick Adverſaries, many Years ago, and as often parti- 
calarly Anſwered : So that here is in Subſtance, »o new thing, 
but what our Bitter Oppoſers threw at us above Twenty 

Years paſt, and which 1s now lickt up by G. K, and again 
{pit out at us to his own Shame and Confuſion. 


5. But it ſeems the Foxce and Credit of this Pretended 
New Diſcovery, has been his Intiquity amongſt us, which 
we ſay is the Aggravation of his Folly or Infincerity : For 

no Man of Common Senſe can think, that one of his Pre- 
tentions to Learning and Religion, ſhould be Thirty Pears 
in finding out what the Quakers were, or whether himſelf 
vaas & Quaker : Nor is it probable, That any Man in his 
right Mind, would Imbrace ſo Decry'd, ſo Deſpi”t, and ſo Suf- 
fering « Perſwaſion, as the World knows ours has been, and 
yet be Jgnozant of what he Joined with, Pzeached 
up, Writ and Dultered' ſoz. 
6, The 


(6 ) 

The TwoPerſons Living, whom he moſtly Vilifies, vz. 
G. W. and W. P. were his Mathodor Chuſttans, and 
Dear Lzethaen, about Four Years paſt in America, and 
.then and there urged the Ozthodory of their Writings, to 
Juſtihe himſelf againſt fome of the PeoplecalPd Quakers in 
thoſe Parts, that he had a Controverſie with ; though now 
he pretends to prove the ſame G. MW. and W. P. Antichri- 
ſtians, &'c. Wonder not therefore, Reader, if we think 
not this Man upon Equal Tearms with us, or our ſelves 
under the like Obligations to him, that we might be to- 
wards a fair Adverſary, who after our many Meetings with 
tm, Patience towards him, and Pity for ham, hath turned | 
the Deaf Ear, and ſuffered his Pride, Paſſion, and Revenge, | 
not only to render Fruitleſs all-our Chriſtian Endeavours | 
towards him, but tobecome the Epitomy, and very Com- 


m_ place of all the Malice of our preceding Adver- 
rICS. | 


We pray God Almighty, to make him truly ſenſible of 
that fearful Lapſe he is under, and of that Myſtery of Ini 
quity that has wrought in him, to the Overthrow of the 
Good State of Mind he once knew amongft us ; and which 
he hatha( fince this gfievous Revolt ) acknowledged he 
once Enjoyed in Fellowſhip with us, that ſo he may Re- 

t, and receive Forgiveneſs for his Foul Prevarications, 
oth with God and Man. 


Signed on the Behalf of 
thoſe Concernd, by 


T1. Storey. 
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